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Third Sector Housing in Hong Kong:
Continuities, Opportunities and Challenges

Date: 3 May 2019 (Fri)
Time: 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Venue: Room CO0710, 7/F, OUHK Main Campus

Public-private dichotomy predominates Hong Kong housing arena, though there are residual
and emerging third sector housing examples. While the exact delineation of “third sector”,
thereby “third sector housing”, is debatable, a more inclusive definition of “third sector housing”
will include housing provided by traditional non-profit organizations, non-governmental
organizations, cooperatives and social enterprises. This seminar will trace the historical
development of third sector housing in Hong Kong, highlighting continuities with the past. The
present housing problems facing Hong Kong provide a niche for the development of third
sector housing in the 21st Century. Opportunities and challenges of third sector housing in
21st Century Hong Kong, include market failure, government failure, exclusion and poverty,
structural economic changes as well as a well-entrenched third sector in the non-housing
arena in Hong Kong. The exact future trajectory of third sector housing in Hong Kong will very
much depend on the interactions and the concerted efforts of different stakeholders in public,
private and third sectors as well as the common citizens in the fostering of such development.
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Betty Yung is Visiting Fellow in the Department of Public Policy at the City University of

Hong Kong. She completed her PhD at the University of Bristol. Her PhD research is

interdisciplinary in nature, integrating Philosophy, Public Policy and Housing Studies to

examine “justice in Hong Kong housing policy”. She worked at different universities in Hong

Kong, including the University of Hong Kong, the Education University of Hong Kong, the
Polytechnic University of Hong Kong (SPEED). Besides, working in the academia, she worked as a Senior
Researcher at the Central Policy Unit of the HKSAR government, thus enabling her to have a practical dimension
of ‘politics and public policy at work’ in her research and teaching. Besides publishing in international journals, she
published a single authored book, entitled Hong Kong's Housing Policy: A Case Study in Social Justice (2008:
Hong Kong University Press) and co-edited the book, Ethical Dilemmas in Public Policy: The Dynamics of Social
Values in the East-West Context of Hong Kong (2016: Springer). She is now co-editing another book, Land and
Housing Controversies in Hong Kong: Perspectives of Justice and Social Values (Forthcoming: Springer).
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