
This investigation attempts to study the long-term determinants of public and private 
healthcare expenditure in Hong Kong, by employing time series data over the period from 
1990 to 2017. We find that income is not a determinant of either public or private spending 
per capita on healthcare services. Rather, a higher proportion of elderly will raise public 
expenditure on health and private spending even more. The share of children within the 
population will conversely decrease both public and private spending. Results also show that 
the rising density of doctors decreases both public and private per capita healthcare spending, 
showing that the supplier-induced demand problem is not an issue in Hong Kong. 

Dr Eddie Cheung is an Assistant Professor in Economics and Research Fellow 
of the Public and Social Policy Research Centre at The Open University of 
Hong Kong. His research interest lies in macroeconomic policy. He has 
previously published in the Economic Record, the Journal of Asian Economics, 
and The Chinese Economy. 

Long-term Determinants of Healthcare 

Expenditure in Hong Kong  

Date:      29 October 2020 (Thursday) 

Time:      3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   

Zoom Meeting ID: 933 2371 7927  
(Password will be sent to participants via email after registration.) Online Registration 

Dr Eddie Cheung 
Assistant Professor 
School of Arts and Social Sciences 
The Open University of Hong Kong 

Dr Arbitor Ma 
Assistant Professor 
School of Arts and Social Sciences 
The Open University of Hong Kong 

Dr Arbitor Ma is an Assistant Professor in Economics and Research Fellow 
of the Public and Social Policy Research Centre at The Open University of 
Hong Kong. His research interests include corporate governance and public 
policy. He has previously published in Journal of Behavioural and 
Experimental Economics and The Chinese Economy. He was also a Co-
investigator of the project “Feasibility Study of Old Age Pension Scheme in 
Hong Kong: An Employee’s Perspective,” a Central Policy Unit funded 
research. 

Acknowledgement   
The above seminar is supported by a grant from the Research Grants Council of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, China  (UGC/IDS16/18) and Public and Social Policy Research Centre.  

Enquiry Telephone: (852) 2768 6463 

  Email: psprc@ouhk.edu.hk 


